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“Keep our Lake Alive”

Maranacook Lake Association - Membership Drive
Please join us and help to protect and enjoy this wonderful resource we call Maranacook Lake.
Your dues and contributions will be used to further our Mission.
Please complete and return the enclosed membership form. Thank you!
Who we are:
• A group of concerned local citizens who have joined together in order to protect and preserve the
largest and most important natural resource in Winthrop & Readfield—Maranacook Lake.
What issues are important to us:
• Preserve the overall quality of the water in the lake.
• Maintain a consistent level of water in the lake in order to protect shorelines from harmful erosion.
• Protect the lake from invasive plants, such as milfoils.
• Protect the lake from non-native fish that deplete or replace naturally occurring species that have
been here for many generations.
• Prevent algae blooms that detract from the beauty of the lake and harm other plant and animal life.
• Protect the lake as a habitat for loons, ducks and other species that call Maranacook home.
Why our mission is critical to ALL citizens in the watershed:
• Maranacook Lake is an important source of recreation and relaxation for all residents in the area,
where all are able to enjoy the lake due to the four public access points.
Maranacook Lake is an important source of tax revenue for Winthrop and Readfield. A large
percentage of property taxes in both towns are contributed by waterfront landowners.
• Maranacook Lake is a beautiful natural resource that helps make the Winthrop-Readfield area one
of the most desirable places to live in central Maine.
The mission of the Maranacook Lake Association is to protect and improve the water quality of
Maranacook Lake and its watershed for the benefit of all.
The objectives of the Maranacook Lake Association are to:
Promote public awareness of water quality related issues;
• Educate the public about strategies to protect water quality related issues;
• Enlist citizen, community organizations and municipal involvement;
• Support initiatives by agencies and related associations benefiting the Maranacook Lake watershed;
• Conduct programs and projects to achieve our goals; and
• Promote responsible stewardship for present and future generations.
If you would like to join us, please submit the enclosed form with one year’s dues to the indicated address.

ML Watershed Management Plan Discussed. Please see page 2 for details.
MLA Annual Meeting July 19th Please see page 3 for more information.
The Courtesy Boat Inspections MLA teamed up with the Friends of Cobbossee and increased Courtesy
Boat Inspections on Maranacook Lake. To see more information please see page 3.
Did you have a question about Bass Tournaments on Maranacook Lake? Please see page 4.
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How Does Lake Ice Melt?
A wonderful description of how lake ice melts away appeared on the web blog "Air Mass" hosted by Star
Tribune's Bill McAuliffe. Ed Swain, of the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency described the process of
freezing and thawing lakes.
1. In the late fall, the lake loses heat to the atmosphere, and then on a day or night when the wind is not blowing, ice
forms. The ice gets thicker as long as the lake can continue to lose heat.
2. In most Januaries and Februaries, snow both reflects sunlight and insulates the lake. With a thick snow layer, the
lake neither gains nor loses heat. The bottom sediment is actually heating the lake water slightly over the winter,
from stored summer heat.
3. Around March, as the air warms and the sun gets more intense, the snow melts, allowing light to penetrate the ice.
Because the ice acts like the glass in a greenhouse, the water beneath it begins to warm, and the ice begins to melt
FROM THE BOTTOM.
4. When the ice thickness erodes to between 4 and 12 inches, it transforms into long vertical crystals called
"candles." These conduct light even better, so the ice starts to look black, because it is not reflecting much sunlight.
5. Warming continues because the light energy is being transferred to the water below the ice. Meltwater fills in
between the crystals, which begin breaking apart. The surface appears grayish as the ice reflects a bit more light than
before.
6. The wind comes up, and breaks the surface apart. The candles will often be blown to one side of the lake, making
a tinkling sound as they knock against one another, and piling up on the shore. In hours, a sparkling blue lake, once
again!
Comments/Questions: URL: http://climate.umn.edu/doc/ice_out/ice_out_description.htm
Last modified: April 6, 2006

Maranacook Lake Watershed Management Plan Discussed by Cobbossee Watershed District (CWD).

A proposed plan to protect and improve Maranacook Lake was presented at a public forum held at the Winthrop
Town Office on Feb. 26th . Bill Monagle, Exec. Dir. of the CWD indicated that the plan was in a draft form and
outlines recommendations to address and counter a number of threats to Maranacook Lake water quality. Discussion
of the plan covered such topics as non-point source pollution, including sediment erosion and phosphorus runoff,
invasive aquatic plants, such as variable water-milfoil, shoreline erosion, local land use regulation, and public
outreach and education. The plan was prepared by the CWD in partnership with the Kennebec County Soil and
Water Cons. Distract (KCSWCD), The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed, MLA, the Readfield Code
Enforcement Office and Maine DEP. Funding was provided by U.S. EPA, under Section 319 of the Clean Water
Act. An electronic copy of the draft plan will be available for viewing or downloading by contacting KCSWCD’s
website at www.kcswcd.org. Or for more information, contact Bill Monagle at CWD at 377-2234 or via email
cwd@fairpoint.net
story courtesy of The Community Advertiser
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Maine Lakes are:
Lakes are Assets!
Lakes are Fragile!
Lakes need Care!
Lakes need our Help!

How?
- Stop runoff
Prevent erosion from your road, parking
areas, shoreline and garden.
- Maintain a wooded buffer.
- Limit lawn size and mow less often.
- Stop raking and leave the duff.
- Avoid fertilizer, herbicides and
pesticides.
- Cover bare soil and mulch paths.
- Preserve habitat for wildlife on land and
underwater.
- Always check your boat, trailer and
equipment for plant fragments before
launch and after take out.
From Maine COLA
www.mainecola.org
877/254-2511

“Osprey on Maranacook” – Photo provided by Sheila Dorey
MLA Annual Meeting to be held held July 19th

The Annual MLA Meeting will be held at 10 AM, July 19, 2008 at
the Winthrop American Legion Building.
We will have a guest speaker and our annual business meeting.
A light lunch will be served following the meeting.

PEARL – Environmental information
source.
www.pearl.maine.edu
Lake Monitoring Volunteer Program
www.mainevolunteerlakemonitors.org
207/783-7733

Courtesy Boat Inspections on Maranacook Lake Story courtesy of Friends of Cobbossee Watershed

Courtesy Boat Inspections, a critical component of the Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed’s MilFoiler Program, is
regarded by many as the main reason that Maine is holding its own against the rapid spread of Invasive Aquatic Plants
(IAP). In 2007, the number of inspections increased dramatically at the eight public boat launches administered by the
Friends, including the two launches located in Winthrop and Readfield on Maranacook Lake.
In 2007, inspections for Maranacook more than doubled for the second consecutive year to a whopping 1,500 in 2007!
The increase in coverage (and inspections) at Maranacook was made possible due to funding provided by the
Maranacook Lake Association (MLA) and the Friends, business sponsors Wolfington Group and Dave’s Appliance,
and donations to both groups designating the inspection program. MLA’s funding of the program doubled to over

$3,000. Your support of this program is very important! Please join us and support CBIs with your
added donation.

Kennebec & Somerset County Soil & Water Cons. Dist. 2008 Tree, Shrub & Flower Sale is underway.
KSWCD’s annual sale is in progress. You may order all different plant species for planting this spring. The deadline
for ordering is March 21 and pickup is April 26. For more information checkout their website www.kcswcd.org
or call 207/622-7847 ext. 3.

Did you have a question about Bass Tournaments on
Maranacook Lake?
There will be a list of bass tournaments on the following web
site at
http://www.maine.gov/ifw/fishing/derbies_tournaments/bas
stournaments/index.htm
Tournaments are controlled by bass fishing organizations and
are required to adhere to IFW'
s expectations, because any
future permits for tournaments could be at jeopardy should they
misstep in any way.
If you have any questions, comments or need additional
information, please feel free to contact the Fisheries Division at
287-5261.

Information courtesy of:
Wendy Bolduc
Maine Department of Inland Fisheries and Wildlife
Information Center
284 State Street
41 State House Station
Augusta ME 04333-0041
Tel: (207) 287-8000
Fax: (207) 287-8094
www.mefishwildlife.com

Look for our link on The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed web
page @ www.watershedfriends.com

Maranacook Lake Association
P.O. Box 6
Winthrop, ME 04364

The mission of the Maranacook Lake
Association is to protect and improve the
water quality of Maranacook Lake and its
watershed for the benefit of all.
The objectives of the Maranacook Lake
Association are to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promote public awareness of water
quality related issues;
Educate the public about strategies to
protect water quality related issues;
Enlist citizen, community
organizations and municipal
involvement;
Support initiatives by agencies and
related associations benefiting the
Maranacook Lake watershed;
Conduct programs and projects to
achieve our goals; and
Promote responsible stewardship for
present and future generations.

If you would like to join us, please submit
the enclosed application, along with one
year’s dues to the address on the
application.

