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Maranacook Lake Association - Membership
Please join us and help to protect and enjoy this wonderful resource we call Maranacook Lake.
Your dues and contributions will be used to further our Mission to protect and improve the water quality
of Maranacook Lake and its watershed for the benefit of all.
Please complete and return the enclosed membership form for your 2009 MLA Membership.
If you have already paid your 2009 dues, thank you for continuing your support.
Spring is here and summer is around the corner. The ice is gone. The docks and boats are in the water and
we have had some very warm, sunny days. Let’s hope for a nice summer befitting our numerous months of waiting.
MLA Annual Meeting will be held on July 25.

The Annual MLA Meeting will be held at the Winthrop American Legion Building.
The Guest Speaker- John.McPhedran will speak on the Invasive Plant Program.
.
MLA Annual Meeting Schedule:
Speaker @ 10 AM
Business Meeting @ 11 – 12 noon
Refreshments will be served.

Visit the MLA Website. For more information about MLA please join us at www.maranacooklakeme.org
Volunteers needed for Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP) – Interested in keeping invasive plants like milfoil out of
Maranacook? Do you like to Kayak, canoe or even use your pontoon boat? Please see page 2.

Results of the 1st Annual Maranacook Lake Ice Out Contest Please see page 3 for details.
“Do your part to protect Maranacook Lake”

“BOAT” Please see more on page 3.

FRIENDS TO LAUNCH YOUTH PLANT PATROL (YPP) Please see page 3
Use Phosphorus-free Fertilizer – Lawns Green / Lakes Clean Please check out the story on page 4

Your MLA Board of Directors
Eric Falconer
President
685-3231
ericf@weshoprates.com

Mike Sienko
Heinz Walbaum
Rick Dorey
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
377-6632
377-6309
377-6550
micliz19@fairpoint.net hwalbaum@fairpoint.net rsdorey207@aol.com

Jeff Tracy 377-6247

Duane Phillips 377-2564

JoEllen Cottrell 377-6340
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Story by Roberta Hill - Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program’s Center for Invasive Aquatic Plants
Volunteers needed for Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP) – Interested in keeping invasive plants like milfoil out of
Maranacook? Do you like to Kayak, canoe or even use your pontoon boat?
The Challenge of the spread of invasive aquatic plants

The impacts of the spread of invasive aquatic plants are well known: habitat disruption, loss of native plant and animal
communities, impaired fishing and degraded recreational experiences, reduced property values and other significant
economic losses. As with a serious illness, early detection is key; the earlier the introduced plant can be detected, the
greater the chances for finding an effective treatment and reducing the risk of spread. With over 6000 lakes and ponds,
and thousands of miles of suitable stream habitat to be monitored for the presence of aquatic invaders on an ongoing
basis, the challenge here in Maine is enormous. We have made great progress to date, but we still have much to do.
WE NEED YOUR HELP! To learn more about Maine’s Invasive Plant Patrol please visit the VLMP website at
www.MaineVolunteerLakeMonitoringProgram.org or call 207-783-7733.
The Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring Program (VLMP) is the oldest, and one of the largest, citizen-based lake
monitoring programs in the nation. Through its nationally recognized Invasive Plant Patrol program, the VLMP
Center for Invasive Aquatic Plants has now trained nearly 2,000 Plant Patrollers across the state of Maine.

Invasive Plant Patrol Workshops

Invasive Plant Patrol workshops are provided, free of charge to participants, by the Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring
Program Center for Invasive Aquatic Plants. IPP workshops are funded in large part by a grant from the Maine
Department of Environmental Protection with funds generated by Maine Lake and River Protection Sticker Program.
Additional support for the workshops comes from foundation grants, private donations, and the generosity of local
sponsors.
Anyone interested in learning about aquatic invaders is welcome to participate in the workshops. Those who wish to
become active members of Maine'
s early detection team and to make a formal commitment to the statewide endeavor,
are encouraged to become Certified IPP Volunteers. Requirements for certification include participation in a basic IPP
workshop and the submission of survey data on an annual basis.

Introductory Invasive Plant Patrol Workshops for New Volunteers

The primary goal of this comprehensive, 5 ½ -hour workshop is to provide those who wish to join Maine'
s "early
detection" effort with information and guidance needed to get started. All IPP training sessions are open to the public
and FREE to anyone interested in learning more about the threat of invasive aquatic plants in Maine.
The workshop is presented in four parts:
Overview of invasive species issues in Maine and beyond
Plant identification fundamentals
Plant identification hands-on exercise with live plants
Conducting a screening survey, tools and techniques
All workshop participants receive an “Invasive Plant Patroller’s Handbook,” and the Maine Field Guide to Invasive
Aquatic Plants.
Introductory IPP Workshop Tuesday, June 16, 2009 in Belgrade Region
Exact times and locations to be determined
Check http://www.mainevolunteerlakemonitors.org/workshops/#IntroIPP for updates.

Invasive Plant Patrol Field Methods Workshop

This workshop is for those who have already attended the basic IPP training and would like some guided field
experience before setting off to conduct an invasive plant screening survey. Bring your own shallow draft boat or
contact VLMP to make alternative boating arrangements. Previous attendance of an Introductory IPP workshop is
recommended but not required.
Field Methods Workshop Sunday, August 9, 2009 hosted by 30-Mile River Watershed Association.
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1st Annual Maranacook Lake ICE-OUT Contest

The MLA announces the winner of the contest. The official weight dropped into the lake on April 8 at 3:15 PM. The
holder of the winning ticket was Dave Barker of Readfield. Dave will be awarded a check for $107.50, 50% of the
proceeds from selling 339 tickets. The next two closest to the time will be given MLA T-shirts. Thank you to all who
participated in this year’ s contest. The balance of the funds raised will be used to support our lake programs.

“ Do your part to protect Maranacook Lake”

“ BOAT”

Do your part to protect Maine Lakes. Inspect for and remove invasive plants.

Bait & tackle gear can snag and carry bits of plants from lake to lake.

Check fishing lines, nets, live wells and boat floor.

Outboard Check motor (gas and electric) around and behind the prop.

Also inspect ladder when pulled up and all around the boat.

Anchor lines and anchors are often covered with plants when pulled up. Check lines, chain and anywhere bits of
plants can hitch hike.

Trailers have plenty of sharp edges to catch plants. Check license plates, behind wheels and axles, and on the

rollers, hull bunks and anywhere on the frame.

Maine’s Lakes & River Protection Fund supports these invader busting activities

- Plant interceptions and boater education through 50,000 Courtesy Boat Inspections statewide
- 2,000 citizen-scientists trained to identify invading plants
- 13 plant control projects statewide

In Maine there’s no free ride for invasive plants…or fish

Penalties for:

- Transporting any plant: up to $500
- Transporting fish: up to $10,000
- Failure to affix new Lake and River Protection Sticker to motorized craft:
$250 (Non-Maine registered boats need this sticker!)

To report a violation: 1-800-452-4664

FRIENDS TO LAUNCH YOUTH PLANT PATROL (YPP)
If Prevention efforts including Courtesy Boat Inspections (CBI) are
recognized as the “first line of defense” against the threat of invasive aquatic plants, Early Detection efforts including
Invasive Plant Patrols (IPP) are a close second. Though there are no real success stories for eradication once a nonnative plant takes hold, early detection and rapid response can go a long ways towards limiting the infestation.
The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed’ s Courtesy Boat Inspection program completed 8,200 inspections on 10 public
launch sites in 2008, including over 1,600 at the 2 launch sites on Maranacook. Your Maranacook Lake Association
provides a significant portion of the funding for this program.
Up until now, early detection efforts have been a critical component lacking from the area’ s overall IAP efforts. This
summer, taking off on their highly successful Youth Conservation Corps (YCC) program, the Friends are establishing a
Youth Plant Patrol (YPP) team who will survey and map all Cobbossee Watershed boat launches (including both on
Maranacook Lake), along with additional highly susceptible areas in the Cobbossee Watershed.
Both the CBI and YCC programs were originally started by individual lake associations before they became models that
are now used across the state of Maine; the Friends are confident that this YPP initiative will lend itself similar results.
This year’ s YPP team consists of Katie Jennings, a senior at the University of New Hampshire and Cameron Dufour, a
sophomore at University of Maine – Ft. Kent, with Toni Pied, MilFoiler Program Director for the Friends, overseeing
the effort.

The mission of the Maranacook Lake Association is to protect and improve the water quality of Maranacook
Lake and its watershed for the benefit of all.
The objectives of the Maranacook Lake Association are to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promote public awareness of water quality related issues;
Educate the public about strategies to protect water quality related issues;
Enlist citizen, community organizations and municipal involvement;
Support initiatives by agencies and related associations benefiting the Maranacook Lake watershed;
Conduct programs and projects to achieve our goals; and
Promote responsible stewardship for present and future generations.

If you would like to join us, please submit the enclosed application, along with one year’s dues to the
address on the application.

Use Phosphorus-free Fertilizer – Lawns Green / Lakes Clean Research shows that rain washes phosphorus

from fertilized lawns into lakes. Since 50% of Maine drains to a lake, we must help protect lakes from phosphorus
pollution. Just one pound of phosphorus can produce 10,000 pounds of lake weeds and algae! Most soils in Maine
have enough phosphorus to keep a lawn healthy. An application of lime will make that phosphorus more available to
your lawn. Help Stop Phosphorus Pollution in Lakes – Use Phosphorus–Free fertilizer! Too much algae turns
lakes green, leaving unsightly, smelly scum and killing the cold water fish (trout, salmon, etc.) Clean water starts
with you! Soil test kits are available at Univ. of Maine Coop. Ext. Offices, http://anlab.umesci.maine.edu or call
207/581-3591
Story courtesy of Maine DEP www.state.me.us/dep/blwq/lake.htm or call 207/287-3901
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