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“Keep our Lake Alive”

MLA Annual Meeting will be held on July 10th, 2010

The Annual MLA Meeting will be held at the Winthrop American Legion Building.
The Guest Speaker- Charlie Todd will speak on eagles.
.
MLA Annual Meeting Schedule:
Speaker @ 10 AM
Business Meeting @ 11 – 12 noon
Refreshments will be served.

May on Maranacook

It has been a wonderful spring on the Lake!
It is about 3 to 4 weeks early this year. The
grass is green and the leaves are popping out
on the trees. We have had many days at warm
temperatures in the 60’s and 70’s. We have
taken several boat rides already. The docks
and boats are starting to appear all around
the lake shore. We have had our docks in for
weeks. The first sailboat was seen plying the
waters of Maranacook early this month.
Spring welcomes all us from our winter
hibernation and beckons us to enjoy the
wonders of nature and all that she has to offer.
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Application for Exemption from FERC Licensing of a Small Hydroelectric Power Project

The Town of Winthrop, Maine is applying to the Federal Energy Regulatory Commission for an exemption for the
Winthrop Hydro Project, a small hydroelectric power project that is proposed to have an installed capacity of 5
megawatts or less. The project would be located at the mill dam on Main Street.

New volunteer to monitor water clarity in the south basin of Maranacook Lake "The Cobbossee

Watershed District has a new volunteer to monitor water clarity in the south basin of Maranacook Lake - MLA
President Eric Falconer! Eric will receive training from both CWD and the Maine Volunteer Lake Monitoring
Program. Eric will join CWD's long time volunteer Ed Dodge, who monitors the north basin, in broadening CWD's
water quality database. Thank you Eric."

2010 Bass Tournaments Scheduled on Maranacook Lake :
June 19 – Tri County Bassers
August 28 – Classic Bassmaster
October 3 – Pine Tree Bassmaster
July 10 – NEBA
September 26 – Klunkers
October 3 – Central Maine Bassmaster
August 22 – Team Skeeter
For more details sign on to: www.maine.gov/ifw/fishing/derbies_tournaments/basstournaments

Maranacook Lake Association - Membership
Your dues and contributions will be used to further our Mission to protect and improve the water quality
of Maranacook Lake and its watershed for the benefit of all. Please help us to recruit new members to
protect and enjoy this wonderful resource we call Maranacook Lake. Enclosed is a membership form for
2010. If you have already paid your 2010 dues, thank you for continuing your support.
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Water Levels Update from Cobbossee Watershed District
Maranacook Lake was at elevation 211.66 feet above sea level on May 6th. There are several ways to relate this
number to lake residents’ interests. This level is four inches below “full pond”. Most comments we have received
from shorefront dwellers indicate that they prefer lower water than the full pond level. Therefore, when nature allows,
it is desirable to start the summer with a level near the current (May 6th) level, followed by a gradual decline
throughout the summer. The “summer” season in water levels management begins June 1st.
Secondly, we can use the numerical elevation to compare to previous years’ water levels. Usually the lake is above
full pond at the beginning of May, with this year being one of three exceptions in the past eleven years. By June 1st
though, the level is often a few inches below full. Last year, the summer level was off to a good start. However,
sixteen inches of rain in June and July brought the lake above full pond for most of the summer, until mid-August.
Perhaps this year’ s “head start” on lower water will lead to a better summer, level-wise.
Thirdly, the lake elevation provides information about the water level at the dam. Maranacook Lake dwellers that
travel past the dam on Memorial Drive may be able to notice whether or not water is flowing over the dam. For many
others the dam is out of sight. The May 6th level of 211.66 feet above sea level means that water is four inches below
the center spillway of the dam, and is flowing more than seven inches deep over the lower spillway. The gate remains
open at the Maranacook Lake outlet dam and the boards have been off for nearly two years.
Looking at the year so far, the highest water in 2010 occurred in late February and early March (see the graph).
Several days of rain, totaling more than 4 and half inches, brought the lake from below full pond to more than a foot
above. Water levels rose all around the Cobbossee Watershed District; some lakes increased more than Maranacook
Lake, with the maximum increase measured as 3.5 feet at Pleasant Pond. For the past five consecutive years, 2005
through 2009, we have received above-average precipitation. CWD will continue to measure precipitation and
monitor water levels in 2010. Maybe this year will be “normal” for a change.
Story and graphs
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“Friends” News
The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed are gearing up for another busy summer. Here’ s what they’ ve got going on
both on and around Maranacook Lake over the next few months:
The OTTER II – the ever-popular ice cream boat – is scheduled to be on Maranacook on the following dates this
summer: July 2, 3, 4 (including fireworks!), 30 & 31; also August 20 & 21.
Tadpole Patrol has expanded again with a 3rd level of this “ hands-on” program added this year – now serving kids
in grades 2 - 12. With 28 total dates offered all over the Cobbossee Watershed, A.M. sessions at Norcross Point
are scheduled for: July 1, 2, 29, 30 & August 20; P.M. sessions at Norcross Point are July 2, 29, 30 & August 20.
To register or FMI, visit their website.
LakeSmart-Start! provides lakefront property owners with a free site visit on steps one can take to both beautify
property and protect the water at the same time. You will be provided with a customized sketch for your property,
along with valuable coupons from several area businesses that sponsor the program. In addition, your site may
qualify to have labor – rip-rap, plantings, etc. – provided at no charge by the Friends Youth Conservation Corps,
made up of local students.
Courtesy Boat Inspections (to keep milfoil & other invasive plants out) will once again take place every Saturday
and Sunday from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day weekend at both the Readfield and Winthrop boat
launch sites, thanks to funds provided by the MLA, the towns of Readfield and Winthrop, area business sponsors,
and the Friends.
In addition, the “Friends on the 4th 5K Run/Jog/Walk” will take place on Sunday, July 4 at the American Legion in
Winthrop with over 600 entries anticipated this year; “Spotter’s Sprint” – a 2 mile canoe & kayak paddle race for both
casual & competitive paddlers – will be held for the first time on Sunday, August 15 at the YMCA Camp of Maine; and
a “Summer Nature Day Camp” will be offered during the weeks of July 12-16 & August 9-13, again at the YMCA
Camp of Maine in East Winthrop.
For a complete listing of events & programs, call 621-4100 or via the web: www.watershedfriends.com

Maranacook Lake Association
P.O. Box 6
Winthrop, ME 04364
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Your MLA Board of Directors
Eric Falconer
President
685-3231
ericf@weshoprates.com

Mike Sienko
Vice President
377-6632
sienkomike@gmail.com

Heinz Walbaum
Rick Dorey
Treasurer
Secretary
377-6309
377-6550
hwalbaum@fairpoint.net rsdorey207@aol.com

Jeff Tracy 377-6247

Duane Phillips 377-2564

JoEllen Cottrell 377-6340

Pat Flood 395-4915

Ed Atlee 622-5656

John Nichols 377-6847

The mission of the Maranacook Lake Association is to protect and improve the water quality of Maranacook
Lake and its watershed for the benefit of all.
The objectives of the Maranacook Lake Association are to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promote public awareness of water quality related issues;
Educate the public about strategies to protect water quality related issues;
Enlist citizen, community organizations and municipal involvement;
Support initiatives by agencies and related associations benefiting the Maranacook Lake watershed;
Conduct programs and projects to achieve our goals; and
Promote responsible stewardship for present and future generations.

If you would like to join us, please submit the enclosed application, along with one year’s dues to the
address on the application.

For more information about MLA please join us at www.maranacooklakeme.org

