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MLA Annual Meeting to be held on July 9th, 2011
The Annual MLA Meeting will be held at the Winthrop American Legion Building.
The Guest Speaker- Sue Gallo, Maine Audubon will speak on Loons.
.
MLA Annual Meeting Schedule:
Speaker @ 10 AM
Business Meeting @ 11 – 12 noon
Refreshments will be served.

Spring has sprung on Maranacook Lake

The Loons were back on April 18th. The ice was barely out and they
were back on the lake. I believe that they send out scout loons and
tell the others that is time to return. Docks and boat are slowly being
placed along the shore. The spring flowers are sprouting up all over.
The grass is getting green. The leaves are popping out and before long
we will have forest of green. Summer is just around the corner.

The 2nd Annual Maranacook Lake ICE-OUT Contest
The MLA announces the winner of the Ice-Out Contest. The official weight dropped into the lake on April 15 at 4:25
PM. The holder of the winning ticket was Rob Corey. Rob had 3:10 PM as a time. The prize was awarded a check for
$40, 50% of the proceeds from ticket sales. The next two closest to the time will be given MLA T-shirts. Thank you to
all who participated in this year’s contest. The balance of the funds raised will be used to support our lake programs.

2011 Bass Tournaments Scheduled on Maranacook Lake :
June 25 – Kennebec Valley Bassmaster
July 9 – Cumberland County Bass Club July 16 – Maine County Bassmasters
August 6 – Androscoggin Bassmasters August 27 – Classic Bassmaster
September 10 – Buzzard Luck Bassmasters

July 17 – York County Bass Casters

For more details sign on to: www.maine.gov/ifw/fishing/derbies_tournaments/basstournaments

41st Annual MAINE LAKES CONFERENCE – Maine Congress of Lake Associations
Saturday, June 25th, 2011 8:15 AM through 4:30 PM
Diamond Building, Colby College, Waterville, Maine
REGISTER ONLINE AT www.mainecola.org

The Maine Forest Service, is offering a FREE “Fuel Reduction Chipping Program”
to communities. See page 2
Maranacook Lake Association - Membership
Your dues and contributions will be used to further our Mission to protect and improve the water quality
of Maranacook Lake and its watershed for the benefit of all. Please help us to recruit new members to
protect and enjoy this wonderful resource we call Maranacook Lake. If you have already paid your 2011
dues, thank you for continuing your support.
For more information about MLA and membership forms, please join us at www.maranacooklakeme
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Maine Department of Conservation
Maine Forest Service
Forest Protection Division
Free Defensible Space Fuel Reduction Program Available
to Communities

The Maine Forest Service, is offering a FREE “Fuel
Reduction Chipping Program” to communities who
have initiated a community wildfire risk assessment
with the Maine Forest Service. Communities wishing
to take advantage of this service should contact their
local Forest Ranger, or by calling 287-4990.

Communities should:

Homeowners should:

 Request the use of the chipper and coordinate
well in advance with their local Forest Ranger.
 Publicize the event in community newspapers, in
newsletters, on bulletin boards, etc.

 Create defensible space within 30 feet of their
home free from excess flammable vegetation.
 Trim “ladder fuels” (branches) at least ten feet
(or no more than 1/3 the tree height) above the
ground.
 Haul material to be chipped to within 5 feet of
road on up-hill side; cut ends facing the same
direction (towards road); piles should be no more
than 4’ high x 20’ long; branches can be no
more than 12” in diameter. Old dead wood dulls
blades and should be disposed of by other means
if possible.

 Distribute the “Will Your Home Survive?”
brochure to homeowners, and/or the “Lakesmart
Firewise” brochure if representing a shorefront
community .
 Distribute and collect applications from
homeowners.
 Provide a crew of at least four to assist in
hauling and feeding brush into the chipper.
Training and personal protective equipment will
be provided .
Ensure piles to be chipped are:
 stacked neatly, with cut ends facing the road that
the chipper will use to access the pile.
 free of all roots, stumps, rocks and mud.
 free of any metal.
 Do not contain leaves, pine needles or lawn
clippings. We cannot chip these.

The Maine Forest Service will:
 Transport the chipper and collection vehicle to
your community at no cost.
 Provide personnel to operate the chipper.
 Transport chips to a central location in the
community—unless desired by the homeowner.

Communities benefit by: Reducing the risk of wildfire, building community, keeping branches, brush, and
other debris out of expensive landfills and using the by-product (chips) as mulch, landscaping material,
material for trails, or as bio-fuel.
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Water Levels Update from Cobbossee Watershed District
Maranacook Lake’s water level has been steadily receding following its spring
high level on Patriot’s Day. As of Friday, May 6th, the top of the main spillway at
the outlet dam in Winthrop was still underwater, but only by two inches.
The dam opening that can be closed off with a gate has been completely open to
let out water since last fall.
What are the goals for summer water levels?
One goal is to let the water drop below the top of the main spillway (concrete center section) of the dam.
The top of that spillway is considered “full pond”. We have moved away from thinking that is the best level for early
summer, based on what lakeshore residents have told us, and from observing wave action at that level. Somewhere
between 3 and 6 inches below the full pond level seems to be more advisable for a starting point. An even lower level
would provide more protection from waves, and the lake usually does get lower as the summer goes on, but I am
getting ahead of myself.
Once the early summer level is reached, hopefully by June 1st, another goal is to keep the water level fairly
stable throughout June and into early July to protect loon nests. Rising water can flood nests and eggs, and declining
water can leave the nests too difficult to access by the adult loons. On Maranacook Lake, keeping the water from
dropping too much in June is usually easier than preventing nest flooding.
Another goal, as the summer progresses, is to minimize excess water discharge at the dam (unless it’s a rainy
summer), while still providing some water to Mill Stream below. This involves partially or completely closing the
gate, and/or placing a row of boards across the lower spillway. Winthrop’s Public Works Dept. performs those
operations, in consultation with the CWD. Even after those actions, the lake level may still drop noticeably. Those
sunny dry summer days we all look forward to can cause quite a few inches of water to evaporate off of the lake, with
no new water coming in to replace it. This lower water level is welcomed by some people, who have more of a beachtype frontage at the lower level, or who have a shorefront that takes a beating from heavy boat traffic waves; on the
other hand, people with shallow waterfronts may have too little water at their docks.
Last summer’s water levels (2010) appear at the left side of the graph below, showing the results of about 100
water level measurements made by CWD. The first summer water levels goal, which is to start the summer with water
a few inches below full pond (or below 212.0 feet above sea level) was no problem, as May was a drier than normal
month. Keeping the water level stable for loon nesting also worked out well. The dam gate was partially closed in
mid-May to hold back some water, and rain in June was enough to offset what was still flowing out of the lake via the
lower spillway. Eventually, beginning, around the middle of July, the lake level gradually but continually declined.
This was no surprise, as the majority of days in July and August registered temperatures in the 80’s and 90’s, and
rainfall was light, particularly in August.
As for the rest of the
period, the graph shows rising
water levels in the fall and into
December (contrary to
management goals), due to
above normal rain. This was
followed by declining levels
during the snowy winter
of 2011, then a sharp rise
in March from rain and
snowmelt. Now the more
enjoyable time of spring has
arrived, and if it doesn’t rain
too much in the next couple
of weeks, we should soon
reach our early summer water
level goal.
Story by Wendy Dennis and
Graphs by Ryan Burton
Cobbossee Watershed District

Maranacook Lake Association
P.O. Box 6
Winthrop, ME 04364
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Need Help fixing your private gravel road?
From the Kennebec County Soil & Water Conservation District website
@ www.KCSWCD.org

Most private gravel roads need repair every spring. Owners/users need to
bring in loads of gravel to replace what washed away over the winter and
during the spring rains.
Where does that gravel go? It washes out of ditches, straight to the nearest brook,
stream and lake.
According to Wendy Garland with DEP, “Year after year MDEP assists local
associations with watershed surveys documenting pollution sites in lake
watersheds, and year after year the biggest, most common problems are
related to roads.
If we are going to improve or protect the water quality of our lakes, we need to address erosion issues from our roads.”
To receive help to deal with gravel road erosion, contact Sue Miles at MDEP, 207-764-0477 or sue.miles@Maine.gov
or the Kennebec County Soil & Water Conservation District @ www.KCSWCD.org.
Within the recent past Cobbossee Water District facilitated a similar study on Maranacook Lake.

LAWNS GREEN, LAKES CLEAN

Use phosphorus-free fertilizer

We all want clean lakes. Unfortunately, over 50 lakes in Maine have been turning GREEN and phosphorus is the
culprit. You can help prevent your lake from turning green by replacing your regular lawn fertilizer with a phosphorusfree fertilizer.
Why? Phosphorus is in living things and soil, but when too much enters a lake or river, it disrupts the balance of life.
Phosphorus is like "junk food" for algae (microscopic plants). Just one pound of phosphorus can produce 10,000
pounds of wet weeds and algae! When additional phosphorus gets washed into lakes and rivers, the algae grow out of
control (algal bloom) reducing the visibility or clarity of the water. The lake turns green, leaving unsightly scum, foul
odors and bad tasting water. In some lakes, repeated algal blooms can result in fish kills or loss of the cold water
fishery (salmon, trout, etc.). For more information contact:
the Maine DEP http://www.maine.gov/dep/blwq/doclake/fert/article.htm or call 207/287-3901

