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Maranacook Lake Association - Membership
Please join us and help to protect and enjoy this wonderful resource we call Maranacook Lake.
Your dues and contributions will be used to further our Mission to protect and improve the water quality of
Maranacook Lake and its watershed for the benefit of all.
Please complete and return the enclosed membership form for your 2008 MLA Membership.
If you have already paid your 2008 dues, thank you for continuing your support, and you may take the
opportunity to fill out and pay your 2009 dues.

Summer is done and Fall is here.

We had a so-so summer on Maranacook Lake and in Maine this year. We had a lot of rain, but we also had a period of
sunny days in late August and into September. The loons came back, and produced some new chicks and created an
ever intriguing presence. The eagles have been present on Maranacook Lake with nesting pairs and their offspring. It is
great that our lake is attractive to many species of wildlife. This year the foliage around Maine and the lake were
beautiful with their brilliant colors.

MLA Annual Meeting held July 19th

The Annual MLA Meeting was held on July 19, 2008 at the Winthrop American Legion Building.
Guest Speaker was Bill Monagle, Director of the Cobbossee Watershed District who spoke on the Maranacook Lake
Watershed Management Plan.

The Courtesy Boat Inspections MLA teamed up with the Friends of Cobbossee to provide Courtesy Boat

Inspections on Maranacook Lake. To see more information please see page 2.
Visit the MLA Website. In the near future you will be able to go to www.maranacooklakeme. Please see page 2.
Invasive Plant Patrol (IPP) – Interested in keeping invasive plants like milfoil out of Maranacook? An update
from The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed & Maine Center for Invasive Aquatic Plants. Please see page 2.

Lake Level Management – Curious about the methodologies used to manage our lake’s level? Please see
the story on page 3.
Maranacook Lake Watershed Management Plan Please see page 4 for details.

Your MLA Board of Directors
Eric Falconer
President
685-3231
ericf@weshoprates.com

Mike Sienko
Heinz Walbaum
Rick Dorey
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary
377-6632
377-6309
377-6550
micliz19@fairpoint.net hwalbaum@fairpoint.net rsdorey207@aol.com

Jeff Tracy 377-6247

Duane Phillips 377-2564

JoEllen Cottrell 377-6340

Rob Corey 685-3486

Pat Flood 395-4915

Ed Atlee 622-5656

John Nichols 377-6847

Barbara Walsh 377-7979

Stories on the Lake

Page 2

November, 2008

Courtesy Boat Inspections on Maranacook Lake

Despite the rainy weather this summer, Courtesy Boat Inspections showed an increase once again for both
Maranacook Lake and the entire Cobbossee Watershed. Funding assistance provided by the towns of Readfield and
Winthrop supplemented funds provided by the Maranacook Lake Association and the Friends of the Cobbossee
Watershed that allowed coverage to increase from 16 to 20 hours per week at both the Readfield and Norcross Point
public launch sites from Memorial Day weekend through Labor Day. Though final figures are not yet available, it is
anticipated that inspections statewide will show a decrease over the previous year, due to the inclement weather and
high fuel costs. The Maranacook sites are part of the 10 sites staffed throughout the Cobbossee Watershed, the largest
regional CBI effort in the state.
Story from Bob Moore –
Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed
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In the near future you will be able
to go to www.maranacooklakeme
and view our new website. Please
stay tuned. We will inform you
when it is up and running. For the
time being you can go to
Maranacook Lake Association
sponsored by the Friends of
Cobbossee Watershed on the web

Invasive Plant Patrol Workshop
If Courtesy Boat Inspections (CBI) are the “first line of defense” against the threat of invasive aquatic plants,
Invasive Plant Patrols (IPP) are a close second. Though there are no real success stories for eradication once a nonnative plant takes hold, early detection and rapid response can go a long ways towards limiting the infestation.
On August 2, 22 individuals took part in an IPP field workshop hosted by the Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed,
the Maine Center for Invasive Aquatic Plants and the Four Towns Watershed Association on Pleasant Pond in
Litchfield. The training was well received by attendees, but as Toni Pied, MilFoiler Program Director for the
Friends noted, “The real success, working with local lake associations like the MLA, will be measured as we work to
establish active IPP programs throughout the Cobbossee Watershed.” MLA Board members JoEllen Cottrell and
Heinz Walbaum attended the workshop, and will be working with the Friends this winter to begin establishing a
program for Maranacook. If you like to canoe, kayak or even put-putt around on your pontoon boat and would like
to lean more about how you can become and IPP’er, contact JoEllen Cottrell of the MLA today.
Story from Bob Moore – Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed
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Maranacook Lake Level Management – by Wendy Dennis, Cobbossee Watershed District
As October ends, Maranacook Lake is full and flowing over the top of the dam. The gate in the dam has been wide
open, and the boards have been off of the lower spillway, since late July. The Winthrop Public Works Department is
removing leaves from in front of the gate daily to keep the water steadily flowing through. Although CWD’s water
level management goal is to lower the lake in the fall, once everything at the dam has been opened it is the weather that
determines the lake level. The 2008 Maranacook Lake water level (feet above sea level) graph shows that the level
trended downward twice in September but was brought back up by substantial rains.

In looking back at the spring and summer lake levels, the graph shows that the highest water occurred in the spring at
about one foot above a full pond level. Although unwelcome, that level should be expected in spring, as it has happened
65% of the time based on records back to the late 1970’s. With all the snow we had on the ground at the end of winter
this year, we were lucky to not get much rain in April until after the snow melted, otherwise there could have been quite
a flood. Summer lake levels seemed satisfactory in June and most of July. After that, however, as the graph shows, the
water kept rising to an unusually high level for August. This happened because we got over 9 inches of rain from late
July into mid-August, and Maranacook Lake was just one of many lakes that experienced unusually high summer water.
We have been asked if CWD or the dam operator for the Towns of Winthrop and Readfield have been purposely keeping
the lake higher than it should be, and the answer is NO. The gate has been wide open at the dam for most of the year,
and the boards were only on for twelve days this year. We see from the records of precipitation measured in Winthrop
from 1976 through 2007 by CWD, that the last several years have been wetter than normal. This has resulted in high
water more frequently than low water for quite a long period.
I was pleased to be invited to the MLA Board of Directors’ October meeting to provide information on water levels
management (much more than I can put in the newsletter). We will continue the discussion in the future, and send you
more news in the next issue.

MLA Level Management

The mission of the Maranacook Lake
Association is to protect and improve the
water quality of Maranacook Lake and its
watershed for the benefit of all.
The objectives of the Maranacook Lake
Association are to:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Promote public awareness of water
quality related issues;
Educate the public about strategies to
protect water quality related issues;
Enlist citizen, community
organizations and municipal
involvement;
Support initiatives by agencies and
related associations benefiting the
Maranacook Lake watershed;
Conduct programs and projects to
achieve our goals; and
Promote responsible stewardship for
present and future generations.

If you would like to join us, please submit
the enclosed application, along with one
year’s dues to the address on the
application.

Look for our link on The Friends of the Cobbossee Watershed web
page @ www.watershedfriends.com

Maranacook Lake Association
P.O. Box 6
Winthrop, ME 04364

